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At Florida Power & Light Company we are working  
together with the communities we serve to make Florida  
an even better place to raise a family and do business.
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M I S S I O N
Attract and retain companies that  
create high-value jobs and invest  
in Miami-Dade County.

M I A M I 
T H R I V E S

We have always known that it is our people 
– entrepreneurial, diverse, and resilient – that 
sets Miami apart. This year, our people – both 
long-time residents and recent arrivals – came 
together to drive towards a common goal: 
building a better, more vibrant Miami-Dade. 
Seizing opportunities to support our small 
businesses and evolving workforce, driving 
innovation and inclusion, and elevating the 
strengths of this dynamic community produced 
a year of unprecedented economic impact that 
will be felt county wide. Our shared vision for a 
thriving community is one we can all be a part 
of – and we can all be proud of.

V I S I O N
Drive long-term economic prosperity 
and inclusive growth for Miami-Dade 
County, its businesses and residents.



A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0  •  2 0 2 1 3

M I A M I - DA D E  

C O U N T Y  

B OA R D  O F  

C O U N T Y

C O M M I S S I O N E R S

“Even in the middle of a global pandemic, in a business environment fraught 
with disruption and uncertainty, The Beacon Council stepped up to deliver 
for our community, our residents and our businesses. You play a vital role in 
building a more diversified and thriving economy for all Miami-Dade County 
residents – in fact this year you helped create a record nearly 5,000 new jobs 
and facilitated $230 million dollars of capital expenditure. Thank you to all 
the companies choosing to do business with and in Miami-Dade County. I look 
forward to continuing our work together to accelerate our recovery from the 
pandemic and shape Miami-Dade into an even more thriving global economy.” 

The Honorable Daniella Levine Cava 
Mayor, Miami-Dade County

Chairman  
Jose “Pepe” Diaz
District 12

Commissioner  
Sally A. Heyman
District 4

Vice Chairman  
Oliver G. Gilbert, III
District 1

Commissioner  
Eileen Higgins 
District 5

Commissioner  
Danielle C. Higgins 
District 8

Commissioner  
Jean Monestime
District 2

Commissioner  
Rebeca Sosa 
District 6

Commissioner  
Kionne L. McGhee 
District 9

Commissioner  
Joe A. Martinez 
District 11

Commissioner  
Keon Hardemon
District 3

Commissioner  
Raquel A. Regalado 
District 7

Commissioner  
Javier D. Souto 
District 10

Commissioner  
René Garcia
District 13
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2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1
M I A M I - DA D E  
B E AC O N  C O U N C I L 
O F F I C E R S

Gary Goldfarb,
2020-2021 Chair
Chief Strategy Officer, 
Interport Logistics

Michael A. Finney,
President & CEO
Miami-Dade Beacon Council

George Bermudez,
2020-2021 Chair-Elect
Senior Vice President, 
Bank of America

Yolanda Cash Jackson
2020-2021 Secretary
Shareholder,  
Becker 

Olga Ramudo,  
2020-2021 Treasurer
President & CEO, 
Express Travel 

“While 2021 continued to challenge even the best businesses, we at The Beacon 
Council helped Greater Miami capitalize on the unique opportunities the slowdown 
presented. We helped secure domestic and international business expansions in 
targeted industries such as fintech, cryptocurrency, financial services, healthcare 
innovation, aviation, and trade & logistics. The figures tell the story: New job 
commitments and average wages for 2021 registered the highest level in the  
36-year history of The Beacon Council. An economic impact analysis completed in 
partnership with Miami-Dade County and the Regional Economic Modeling Institute 
(REMI), highlighted the long-term economic impact and wage-growth projections 
from the record job commitments achieved by The Beacon Council Team.” 

Michael A. Finney,  
President & CEO, Miami-Dade Beacon Council 

“Last year was one for the record books. Amid COVID-19’s ongoing challenges, with 
the support of County Hall and other partners, we attracted business relocations and 
expansions, and supported area entrepreneurs that created thousands of new jobs and 
raised wages county-wide. Miami earned its place in the global spotlight as a model 
not only of economic prosperity, but environmental sustainability as an exportable 
business, as evidenced by The Aspen Institute’s Ideas: Climate conference to be held 
here in 2022. As I look ahead, I see the next generation ready to lead us into tomorrow. 
I couldn’t be more bullish about our future.” 

Gary Goldfarb, 2020-2021 Chair
Chief Strategy Officer, Interport Logistics 
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Blackstone bought the offices of 2 MiamiCentral, where it cur-
rently has a 41,000-square-foot workspace, and 3 MiamiCentral 
for $230 million. Above: A rendering of the completed Miami-
Central project. Featured in Miami Herald, courtesy of BLANCA 
Commercial Real Estate. 

2020-2021 
PROJECT
HIGHLIGHTS

New York-based investment management firm Blackstone 
relocated their technology office to Miami’s Central Business 
District, joining SoftBank, CI Financial and Thoma Bravo in 
the move south. They acquired two buildings with nearby 
access to the Brightline train station that will link its 200 
tech workers to the region, and its new home will put the 
company at the center of the county’s burgeoning tech, 
innovation and investment marketplace.

The next ride you hail here could be an autonomous vehicle from Ford Motor Co. In partnership with Argo AI and Lyft, 
the company’s ride-sharing “robotaxi” service is testing in Miami - its first-ever test market. The move marks the next 
step in Ford’s commercial autonomous-vehicle business, which also announced a partnership with Walmart and Argo for 
robo-deliveries. In all, Ford will create 200 jobs to the county.

Blockchain.com is betting big on Miami. The consumer and 
institutional crypto solutions provider was one of several 
cryptocurrency exchanges, digital banking and e-commerce 
players to hit Enter earlier this year. Lured by local crypto and 
STEM ecosystems, and City of Miami Mayor Francis Suarez’s 
vocal tech stance, the company will create 800 new jobs to 
the county. In all, moves here from San Francisco grew 49% 
year-over-year, notes real estate firm CBRE.

Autonomous  
Vehicles
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Key  
Ceremony

This year’s Key Ceremony marked our first in-person 
event in 18 months. Our community’s resiliency was 
on display, and we proudly recognized new and 
established businesses choosing Miami-Dade as 
their place to thrive. The passing of the gavel to 
the incoming Chair George Bermudez promises a 
continuation of our successes and shared vision for 
tomorrow.

Thank you to our Sponsors:
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CREATIVE INDUSTRIES 

“It was very gratifying to chair the Beacon Council Creative Design Com-
mittee. I enjoyed the opportunity to represent Perry Ellis International,  
as well as so many enlightening discussions with other local companies 
and  how our community can expand in the industry.” 

Lorraine Medici,  

SVP, Marketing Communications, Perry Ellis International

2020-2021 committeE
highlights 
Our committees engage Beacon Council investors and local 
thought leaders in support of the Council’s mission of growing 
jobs and investment. 

TECHNOLOGY

“I’ve had the distinct pleasure… to be the Chair of The Beacon Coun-
cil’s Tech committee during this unprecedented period of technology 
growth here in Miami … [A] lot of that has been thanks to all of the 
great work that you have done over so many years – not just over 
this past year – in support of the tech ecosystem here in the region … 
So very thrilled about what we’ve accomplished as a team here, and 
looking forward to that continuing.”

Ken Finneran,  
VP, Global Human Resources, Kaseya 
Remarks at his final meeting as 2020-2021 Tech Committee Chair
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industry  
& market  
leadership 
groups

“Feet on the street” insights and expertise 
provide an irreplaceable perspective critical 
to The Beacon Council’s mission. Even 
during Covid, our industry committees and 
market taskforces held almost 40 meetings 
between them, empowering business 
leaders from across the marketplace to 
share best practices, connect, and work 
together to guide us to a shared future. 
To our Committee Chairs, Chair-Elects 
and all the partners who tirelessly invest 
time, energy and expertise, thank you for 
helping keep Miami on the leading edge of 
tomorrow.

AVIATION
Chair: Klemen Ferjan, Amerijet International

Chair Elect: Santiago Saltos, Airbus

 

BANKING & FINANCE
Chair: Bernardo Adrover, City National Bank

Chair Elect: Gonzalo Acevedo, BAC Florida Bank

 

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
Chair: Lorraine Medici, Perry Ellis International

Chair Elect: Alvaro Meléndez, CRANT

 

INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY
Chair: Andrew Markus, Carlton Fields

Chair Elect: Gina Polo, Buchanan Ingersoll 

 & Rooney PC

 

LIFE SCIENCES + HEALTHCARE
Chair: Dr. Richard Bookman, University of Miami

Chair Elect: Ardith Bronson, DLA Piper

NEW LEADERS TASKFORCE
Chair: Kevin Gonzalez, CBRE

Chair Elect: Ana Rodriguez, Director, Florida Blue

 

SMALL BUSINESS
Chair: Carole Ann Taylor, Miami To Go

Chair Elect: John Hall, Brickell Ventures

 

TECHNOLOGY
Chair: Ken Finneran, Kaseya

Chair Elect: Juha Mikkola, Wyncode Academy

 

TRADE & LOGISTICS
Chair: Lewis Greenberg, Marcum LLP

Chair Elect: Basil Khalil,  

FedEx Express - Latin America and Caribbean

 

URBAN INITIATIVES TASKFORCE
Chair: Yolanda Cash-Jackson, Becker & Poliakoff 
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marketing miami

MAKE IT MIAMI
CEO AMBASSADORS SERIES 

In a year of headlines, we worked with a variety of partners to tell our shared 
story. Miami’s strengths as a business destination were seen in a new light, with 
a chorus of voices ranging from “O.G.s” to recent arrivals, CEOs to celebrities, 
entrepreneurs to recent college grads, championing the (305). MDBC was in 
the thick of the conversation locally, nationally and internationally, rolling out 
targeted campaigns to make sure we capitalized on this moment. 

Miami-based CEOs took 
up the mantel for Miami, 
partnering with Beacon and 
Mayor Levine Cava’s office 
to serve as ambassadors for 
our business community.         

Custom content hub highlighting local 
strengths as well as regional and statewide 
assets. Targeted to key Miami feeder 
markets in Business Journal network. 

Co-Op marketing campaign 
with custom wrapped issues of 
FORTUNE 500 targeting NYC and 
Silicon Valley CEOs. Thank you to 
American Airlines, Florida Power 
& Light, Greater Miami Convention 
& Visitors Bureau, and Greenberg 
Traurig for partnering.

2020-2021  
HIGHLIGHTS

     400+ 
     
8.2 billion+

     200%+

media
placements

Combined Audience

social following
growth since 2018

outperform engagement  
rate benchmarks by

on every platform

     96% 



A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0  •  2 0 2 1 18

BEACON COUNCIL
FOUNDATION

The Beacon Council Foundation is a Florida-based 501(c)3 nonprofit created 
exclusively for charitable and educational purposes dedicated to the growth 
and prosperity of Miami-Dade County. Initiatives supported by the Foundation 
include Miami Community Ventures, Small Business Excelerator, Advantage Miami 
Marketing Campaign and One Community One Goal – now Opportunity Miami.  

We thank our Beacon Council Foundation Board Members for their guidance and 
dedication. 

Gary Goldfarb,  
Board Director, Chair
Chief Strategy Officer  
Interport Logistics

Hugo Castro, 
Board Director,  
Immediate Past Chair 
Divisional EVP  
AXA Equitable

Newton B. Sanon,  
At-Large Director
President & CEO OIC 
of South Florida

George Bermudez, 
Board Director,  
Chair-Elect
Market Executive 
Bank of America

Yolanda Cash Jackson, 
Board Director,  
Secretary
Shareholder Becker

Olga Ramudo,  
Board Director,  
Treasurer
President & CEO 
Express Travel

Michael A. Finney,  
Ex-Officio Director
President & CEO  
Miami-Dade 
Beacon Council 
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Organizations that are working together to support
Miami-Dade Small Businesses in partnership with SBX

BIG HELP
FOR SMALL  
BUSINESS

Launched in 2020 and funded in part by the 
Rockefeller Foundation, The Beacon Council’s Small 
Business Xcelerator (SBX), is an is an integrated 
business technical assistance initiative designed 
to provide comprehensive business growth and 
resiliency services to black and Latinx small and 
micro-businesses in Miami-Dade County.  
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Business Technical Assistance Partner

Nandy Augustin

Cynthia Cohen

Valerie Crawford

Mohales Deis

Grace Escudero

Lacriscia M. Fowlkes

Meme Ferre

Iris Garcia

John Anthony Hall

Yvette N. Harris

Eric Hibbert

Dominque Jean-Baptiste

Jody Ann Johnson

Jermaine Jones

James R. Kelly III

Connie W. Kinnard

Gerri Lazarre

Kasandra McLester

Ann McNeill

Obdulio Piedra

Matthew A. Pigatt

Rowland Sear

Diane Sugimoto

Carole Ann Taylor

Bruce Turkel

Marjorie Weber

Jessica Weitzman

Lia Yaffar-Pena

Organizations that are working together to support
Miami-Dade Small Businesses in partnership with SBX
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Over the last year we localized a state-wide effort 
to confront the opioid crisis in our community. 
Project Opioid Miami-Dade mobilizes business, 
government, community, and philanthropic 
leaders to help address the overdose crisis in our 
community. 

Maria C. Alonso
President and CEO
United Way of  
Miami-Dade

Viviana E. Horigian, MD, MHA
Professor
Department of Public  
Health Sciences at the  
University of Miami Miller  
School of Medicine

George Foyo
Chairman and CEO 
L J International Inc.

Sheldon Anderson
Chairman and CEO
Grove Bank and Trust

Penny Shaffer, Ph.D.
Market President, 
South Florida
Florida Blue

Leadership

Michael A. Finney, President and 
CEO of the Miami-Dade Beacon 
Council, is urgently asking for 
community support.  
 
“The crisis has reached levels we 
have never experienced before. 
Now is the time to act, and as a 
business community we really can 
make a difference to save lives.”
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A new community-wide initiative 
to help build Greater Miami’s 
economic future. 

Opportunity Miami will focus on three areas critical 
to Greater Miami’s economic future: innovation 
and entrepreneurship; talent and inclusion; and 
sustainability and resilience. 

Opportunity Miami is led by Matt Haggman,  
Beacon Council executive vice president. 

“Miami’s biggest challenges also present our 
greatest opportunities,” said Haggman. “The risks 
we face, such as climate change, also present a 
generational business opportunity that can create 
jobs and drive our economy for decades to come. 
Opportunity Miami will be a platform where the 
community can help identify these opportunities 
and act on them.”

www.opportunity.miami
@opportunitymia

introducing
opportunity Miami
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With deep appreciation,  
we applaud our Founders  
and Past Chairs. 

1985-1986 		  Theodore Hoepner*

1985-1986 		  Sidney Levin*

1986-1987 		  David R. Parker

1987-1988 		  Merrett R. Stierheim*

1988-1989 		  Robert Epling

1989-1990 		  Phil de Montmollin

1990-1991 		  Governor Jeb Bush

1991-1992 		  Burton Landy

1992-1993 		  Modesto Maidique, Ph.D.

1993-1994 		  Williams Myers

1994-1995 		  Carlos Palomares

1995-1996 		  Robert Beatty

1996-1997 		  Carol Wyllie

1997-1998 		  Adolfo Henriques

1998-1999 		  George Foyo

1999-2000 		  Fred Messing

2000-2001	  	 Mario del Valle

2001-2002 		  Tom Cornish

2002-2003	  	 Robin Reiter

2003-2004 		  Calixto Garcia-Velez

2004-2005 		  Benjamin J. Mollere

2005-2006 		  Neisen Kasdin

2006-2007 		  Angel Medina Jr.

2007-2008 		  Pete Pizarro

2008-2009 		  Tere Blanca

2009-2010 		  Alexandra Villoch

2010-2011 		  Jack Lowell

2011-2012 		  Alan Becker

2012-2013 		  Joe Pallot

2013-2014		  Sheldon Anderson 

2014-2015 		  Donna Abood 

2015-2016 		  Ernie Diaz 

2016-2017 		  Jaret Davis 

2017-2018 		  Nelson Lazo 

2018-2019 		  Penny Shaffer, Ph.D. 

2019-2020 		  Hugo Castro 

2020-2021 		  Gary Goldfarb 

MDBC  
FOUNDERS  
& PAST CHAIRS  

The success of The Beacon Council 
today was built on the foundation  
laid by yesterday’s leaders.

For your guidance yesterday, today  
and tomorrow, we thank you.

1985-1986

1985-1986

1986-1987

1987-1988

1988-1989

1989-1990

1990-1991

1 9 9 1 - 1 9 9 2

1992-1993 

1993-1994

1994-1995

1995-1996

1996-1997

1997-1998

1998-1999

1999-2000

2000-2001

2001-2002

2002-2003
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A celebration of everything that makes Miami-Dade a diverse, dynamic, 
world-class business destination, the Miami-Dade Beacon Council’s Annual 
Meeting is a testimony to the work we all do together to grow our local 
economy, develop our talent pipeline, support our businesses large and small, 
and drive the long-term health and prosperity of this community.

2020-2021  
ANNUAL MEETING 
SPONSOR RECOGNITIONS

PRESENTING SPONSOR IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

MEDIA PARTNERS
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MEMBER  
INVESTORS

MIAMI-dade
beacon council

BENEFACTOR INVESTORS

SUSTAINING INVESTORS

In  
Partnership

withThank you for your support! It is 
partnerships like yours that “power” 
our economic development efforts.
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EXECUTIVE 
INVESTORS

MIAMI-dade
beacon council

In  
Partnership

with
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MEMBER  
INVESTORS

MIAMI-dade
beacon council

In  
Partnership

with

Corporate TRUSTEE

AAR Corp. – Aircraft Services
Akerman LLP
Becker & Poliakoff, P.A.
Blanca Commercial Real Estate
The Boeing Company
CBI Workplace Solutions
CBRE
Duke Realty
FirstBank Florida
Florida East Coast Railway – FECR
Florida East Coast Realty Inc
Florida International University
Foley & Lardner LLP
Gerson, Preston, Klein, Lips, Eisenberg, & Gelber PA 
Globant
Gray Robinson
Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce (GMCC) 
Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP
IBERIABANK / First Horizon
Jackson Health System
Kaufman Rossin, CPA Advisors
Knoll
Marsh & McLennan Agency
Miami International University of Art
& Design
OIC of South Florida
Performance Foodservice
PortMiami
Procacci Development Corp
Prologis
Publix Super Market, Inc.
Signature Consultants LLC
TECO Energy
Transwestern Commercial Services
United Way of Miami-Dade

Small business

AEI Spaces
Align1Solutions
Arts & Business Council of Miami
Avbiz Aerospace Ventures Inc
BodyK
Bohlmann Accounting Group
Broker Nation Realty
CareerSource South Florida
CJ Labs, Inc.
Crant
CyVent
The Education Fund
Eikon Digital USA
Executive Air Services
Express Travel
FinConecta
Finley & Bologna International
The Global Financial Group
Gossett Marketing
Hilton Miami Dadeland
Integra Realty Resources

Kimre
Magaya Corp
Marcum LLP
McGuireWoods Consulting
Miami Lighthouse for The Blind &
Visually Impaired
MK Strategic Advisors
MortgageQuote.com
Mughal & McRae Executive Search, LLC
Northwestern Mutual Financial Network
One Biscayne Tower LLC
OneUnited Bank
Paychex, Inc.
Prizm Art Fair
Robinson Commercial Real Estate
SAP USA Truck & Auto Parts
South State Bank
Trailblazer
Trembly Law Firm
Ventura Tec 
Waterdiam Group

8base
Atlantic Sapphire
Bean Automotive Group
Bradeseco BAC Florida Bank
City National Bank
Crown Castle
Empire Office
Equitable Advisors, LLC
Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau
HEICO Corporation
Hotwire Communication
Interport Group of Companies
McGriff Insurance
Mercy Hospital (HCA Healthcare.com)
Roanoke Insurance Group
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our STAFF
Behind the scenes at The Beacon Council you have a talented, hard-working, 
diverse team invested in our mission to drive long-term growth and inclusive 
prosperity for our community. They reflect the multicultural, multinational 
flavor unique to Greater Miami, and the innovative, collaborative spirit that 
drives our forward momentum. We thank them for their tireless efforts... 

They make our magic happen.

MIAMI-DADE BEACON COUNCIL
President’s Office
Michael A. Finney, President & CEO
Monique Medley, Executive Assistant to the President & CEO

BUDGET & ADMINISTRATION
Camela Glean-Jones, Chief Financial Officer & COO
Marco Phanord, Director of Finance
Jesenia Amoretti, Director of Finance
Janice Quevedo, Executive Assistant to CFO & COO

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS
Maria Budet, Chief Marketing Officer
Maria Teresa Garcia, Communications Manager
Cristina Ojeda, Marketing & Events Manager

INVESTOR RELATIONS
Julio Piti, Vice President, Development
Melissa Brod, Coordinator

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
James Kohnstamm, Executive Vice President, Economic Development
Mario J. Sacasa, Senior Vice President, 
International Economic Development
Greg Horowitz, Vice President, Economic Development, Life Sciences & Healthcare
Ilona Vega Jaramillo, Vice President, International Economic Development
Stanley Rigaud, Vice President, International Economic Development
Madeline Mesa, Director, International Economic Development
Thalis Morales, Coordinator, Systems Compliance
Frances Fleites, Coordinator, Economic Development

RESEARCH & STRATEGIC PLANNING
Jaap Donath, Ph.D., Senior Vice President, Research & Strategic Planning
Ines Mato, MPA, Director, Research & Strategic Planning

MIAMI COMMUNITY VENTURES
Sheri Colas-Gervais, VP, Executive Director, Miami Community Ventures

OPPORTUNITY MIAMI
Matt Haggman, Executive Vice President, Opportunity Miami



/ Branding / Marketing / Design /

Are you looking  
to create a strong 
and meaningful  
brand?

We can help.

At Might & Matter we help brands 
build truthful connections with 
consumers, to create a brand  
that matters.

Reach out today.

contactus@themightandmatter.com

www.TheMightAndMatter.com



Now with Florida Blue, you can offer your employees more health coverage 
options without paying extra or taking on more administrative work. We make 
it easy to give employees a choice of coverage that fits both their care needs 
and their financial priorities. Plus, more plan options means your employees 
can get the benefits that matter to them, like comprehensive dental, vision 
and hearing coverage; and $0 member costs for preventive screenings.

Get the multiple health plan options you deserve.

With Florida Blue, you have more choices to help keep your employees 
healthy and productive, which is good for your employees and your business. 
Contact your local agent or contact 866-711-BLUE.

Big-time health 
coverage without 
big-time costs.

Good for people. Good for business.
Florida Blue is a trade name of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, Inc., and Florida Blue HMO is a trade name of 

Health Options, Inc. These companies are Independent Licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
Health benefit plans have limitations and exclusions.

108504 1121

F L O R I D A  B L U E  O F F E R S  M U LT I P L E  H E A LT H  C O V E R A G E  O P T I O N S .
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CHAMPIONING MIAMI’S BUSINESS 
COMMUNITY AND YOUR PLACE IN IT: 
MIAMI-DADE BEACON COUNCIL 

All Beacon Council Services  
are confidential and at no cost to you. 

Let us help you and your business thrive in Greater Miami. For more information, contact the Miami-Dade 
Beacon Council at (305) 579-1300, info@beaconcouncil.com or visit www.BeaconCouncil.com. 

PROJECT  
MANAGEMENT  

MDBC partners with companies of all sizes 
to evaluate and drive opportunities for 
growth in our community.  A single point 
of contact from our professional Business 
Development team will navigate this process 
with you, tapping into public and private 
sector resources to ensure you have the 
information and tools you need.

SITE LOCATION  
& PROPERTY SEARCH 

MDBC uses powerful industry-leading 
property search platforms to research 
and identify areas and facilities in  
Miami-Dade County that best fit the 
needs of growing companies.

We know Miami inside and out — her best-kept secrets, work ethic, relentless optimism, and million-dollar 
ideas. We understand what drives Miami (and the millions that call her home) because we recognize that pas-
sion in ourselves. It’s what brought us here and keeps us here – an openness and palpable energy that inspires 
innovation and accelerates growth for individuals and businesses in this community. We love Miami, and we 
know you’ll love it too.

As the official economic development partnership for Miami-Dade County, The Beacon Council is ready 
to help you navigate our business community. Dedicated to growing quality jobs and promoting strategic 
investments across Miami’s 34 municipalities, we strive to create a diversified, inclusive economy that 
supports shared prosperity and long-term growth for all. Efforts are focused on the high-wage, high-
value industry clusters that expand our local economy, including Aviation, Banking & Finance, Creative 
Industries, Hospitality & Tourism, Life Sciences & Healthcare, Technology, and Trade & Logistics	. 

Our team of dedicated experts is ready to partner with you on every step of the economic development 
process. Since 1985, The Beacon Council has worked with more than 1,200 companies looking to relocate or 
expand in Greater Miami, driving $7 billion in new capital investment and securing commitments for more 
than 120,000 new direct and indirect jobs combined. Global brands that worked with our team and chose Mi-
ami-Dade to support their next phase of long-term growth include Amazon, Boeing, Burger King, Ryder, Black-
stone, Spotify, Blockchain.com, Ford Autonomous Vehicles, Starwood Capital, Bombardier, JP Morgan Chase, 
NBC Universal Telemundo Enterprises, CI Financial, BD Biosciences, FedEx, HBO, ThermoFisher and Visa. 

INTERNATIONAL GROWTH

We foster global business connections and 
collaboration through targeted international 
missions, both outbound and inbound, that 
advance opportunities to invest in Miami’s 
targeted industries. 

PERMITTING ASSISTANCE

The Beacon Council facilitates coordination 
between companies and our governmental 
permitting and regulatory agencies at the 
Federal, State, County and Municipal levels.

TALENT RECRUITMENT 
AND TRAINING

MDBC supports companies in fulfilling 
their talent and human resource 
needs through partnerships with our 
local workforce agencies, executive 
search firms, industry associations and 
networks, including our college and 
university systems, coding schools and 
apprenticeship programs.  

ACCESS TO CAPITAL  
& BUSINESS INCENTIVES

Helping companies understand the landscape of financial support available to businesses, 
The Beacon Council analyzes companies’ eligibility for local and state business incentives 
related to job creation and workforce training. Once determined, our economic development 
staff will partner with qualified companies to navigate the application and approval process.

BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC  
RESEARCH & ANALYSIS

MDBC serves as Miami-Dade County’s 
resource for sophisticated data analytics 
and economic development research 
showcasing our business community. 
Our Research Department provides 
in-depth market data, comparative 
analysis of economic indicators, and other 
customized reports.

MDBC Economic 
Development Services

BUILDING CONNECTIONS 

We facilitate valuable introductions 
and collaboration to those committed 
to Miami’s economic development and 
global competitiveness.



1-800 THE HERALD MIAMIHERALD.COM ELNUEVOHERALD.COM

The Miami Herald & el Nuevo Herald are a proud 
partner of the Miami-Dade Beacon Council.

Thanks to you,
South Florida

is a brighter place.
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MIAMI-DADE BEACON COUNCIL 

80 SW 8TH STREET, SUITE 2400 

MIAMI, FLORIDA 33130 

305.579.1300 

WWW.BEACONCOUNCIL.COM 

WWW.BEACONCOUNCILFOUNDATION.ORG 

WWW.MIAMICOMMUNITYVENTURES.CO 

WWW.OPPORTUNITY.MIAMI

@BEACONCOUNCIL




